Season 2010 - 11
Six concerts from October to March in the Cowdray Hall, Schoolhill at 7.30

Monday 18th October 2010: The Doric String Quartet
Prize winners at the Osaka and Premio Paola International Chamber Music Competitions
Alex Redington (violin), Jonathan Stone (violin), Simon Tandree (viola), John Myerscough (cello)

Haydn Quartet in D op. 64 no. 5 “The Lark”
Korngold Quartet no. 3
Schubert Quartet in A minor op. 29, “Rosamunde”

This is a prize-winning quartet, now in their eleventh season, who will be coming to Aberdeen for the first time. (Doric does not mean they are native to the North East!)  Their fine quality was recognized in 2006 when they were chosen to be represented by the Young Concert Artists Trust (YCAT), whose previous alumni include the Belcea, the Sacconi and the Sorrel Quartets. In 2008 they won the first prize at the Osaka and second prize at the Premio Paola International Chamber Music Competitions. They have given concerts in many countries, including tours in Japan and South-East Asia as well as in the UK. Why not look at their website at www.doricstringquartet.com. Their programme includes a quartet by Korngold, an American composer best known for his film scores, but whose "serious" music is currently being enthusiastically revived.
Monday 8th November 2010: The Galliard Wind Ensemble

Kathryn Thomas (flute), Owen Dennis (oboe), Katherine Spencer (clarinet), Richard Bayliss (horn), Helen Simons (bassoon)

Mozart Quintet in C minor K 406
Ligeti Six Bagatelles
Hindemith Kleine Kammermusik
Nielsen Wind Quintet in A op. 43
Pärt Quintettino
Patterson Comedy for Five Winds

This concert is part of s•o•u•n•d North East Scotland's Festival of New Music.

This will be a welcome return of this group, who last played for us in November 2000. The Galliard Ensemble was formed at the Royal Academy in 1993, and, with only two early changes of membership, have stayed together ever since. Flautist Kathryn Thomas puts this down to the players’ determination to give the group high priority in their busy individual careers, and to the fact that they are such good friends and always enjoy working together. They were the first wind quintet to be BBC Radio 3 New Generation Artists, have played in the Proms Chamber Music series, and enjoy playing mainstream chamber music and new commissions. Their website is at www.galliardensemble.com.  ou may also remember their fantastic clarinetist, Katherine Spencer, who came to Aberdeen with the Ragnarok Ensemble in 2005, and gave an outstanding performance of Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time. This concert will be part of the North of Scotland SOUND festival.
Monday 6th December 2010: (Cancelled due to bad weather)

Philip Higham (cello), Simon Lane (piano)

First Prize winner at the Bach Competition at Leipzig and the Lutoslawski competition at Warsaw.

Beethoven Variations on a theme from “the Magic Flute” op. 66 
Janacek Pohadka 
Britten Suite no. 3 for solo cello op. 87 
Franck Sonata in A major

Philip is emerging as one of the most prominent young cellists from the UK. Born in Edinburgh in 1985, he studied at St Mary’s Music School and at the Royal Northern College of Music with Emma Ferrand and Ralph Kirshbaum. Philip has won numerous prizes and awards, including 1st prize in the 2008 International Johann Sebastian Bach Competition in Leipzig - the first-ever British prize winner since the competition began in 1950 - and 1st prize in the 2009 International Lutoslawski Cello Competition in Warsaw. He is now represented by YCAT, and you can read about him at www.ycat.co.uk/philiphigham.

Simon Lane leads a diverse musical life, performing with instrumentalists and singers at major venues and festivals across the UK and abroad, and has also won many awards, too numerous to mention - see them at his web-site www.simonlane.eu. He and Philip were Tunnell Trust Award winners last year, and, as their prize, toured Scotland in the 09/10 season, with great success. They will be giving a series of recitals together in Italy this year, and we look forward to welcoming them for our December concert.

Monday 24th January 2011: The Heath String Quartet

Prize winners at the Tromp Competition at Einhoven and the Haydn Competition at Vienna.
Oliver Heath (violin), Cerys Jones (violin), Gary Pomeroy (viola), Christopher Murray (cello)

Haydn Quartet in F minor op. 20 no. 5
Britten Quartet no. 1 in D op. 25
Beethoven Quartet in E flat op. 127

Many of you may remember the Heath Quartet from their last visit in January 2008, part of their Scottish tour as Tunnell Trust award winners. The quartet was formed in 2002 while studying at the Royal Northern College of Music, and their excellence has now been recognized by their selection as rising artists by YCAT. In the last year they won first prize and audience prize at the Tromp International String Quartet Competition at Einhoven, and second prize at the Haydn International Competition in Vienna. Their website www.heathquartet.com will give you details of their career to date. We are delighted to welcome them back, and look forward to their inspiring playing.
Monday 21st February 2011: The Gould Piano Trio

Lucy Gould (violin), Alice Neary (cello), Benjamin Frith (piano)

Beethoven Trio in G op. 121a, “Kakadu Variations”
Dvorak Trio no. 1 in B flat op. 21
Shostakovich Trio no. 2 in E minor op. 67

This eminent and long-established trio of violinist Lucy Gould, cellist Alice Neary and pianist Benjamin Frith, has given concerts around the world from Carnegie Hall, to the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, and tours of North and South America, Europe and the Far East, reaching a wide and varied public. They have established their own annual festival, with clarinettist Robert Plane, in Corbridge in Northumberland, and their first-hand experience of working with contemporary composers has led to the commissioning of many new works. Their website is www.gouldpianotrio.com. Their programme includes the rarely heard “Kakadu” variations by Beethoven, and Shostakovich’s deeply moving piano trio, written in 1944.
Monday 14th March 2011: The Atrium String Quartet

First Prize winners at the London String Quartet Competition, Grand Prix at the Bordeaux Competition. Alexey Naumenko (violin), Anton Ilyunin (violin), Dmitry Pitulko (viola), Anna Gorelova (cello)

Schumann Quartet in A minor op. 41 no.1
Shostakovich Quartet no. 10 op.118
Arensky Quartet no. 2 op. 35

Founded in St. Petersburg, the Atrium won second prize in the International Competition of String Quartets by Shostakovich in Moscow in 2002, only one year after the quartet was formed. This was followed in 2003 by winning first prize and the audience prize at the London International String Quartet Competition, and in 2007 the Grand Prix at the International String Quartet Competition at Bordeaux. Now resident in Berlin, and one of Europe’s most spectacular young quartets, their international career has blossomed to huge critical acclaim. They visited Aberdeen in March 2008, and we are very glad to participate in their 2011 tour in the UK. They will play for us a fascinating quartet by Tchaikovsky’s younger compatriot Arensky, as well as Shostakovich’s 10th quartet, and a (slightly belated) tribute to Schumann’s 200th birthday in his first quartet.
Monday 9th May 2011 (Rescheduled From 6th December 2010)

Philip Higham (cello) & Simon Lane (piano)

First Prize winner at the Bach Competition at Leipzig and the Lutoslawski competition at Warsaw.

Debussy: Cello Sonata ( 1915 ) 
Schumann: Drei Fantasiestücke Op. 73 
Britten: Suite No.3 for solo cello Op.87 
Janacek: Pohadka (Fairy Tale) 
Brahms: Cello Sonata No. 2 in F, Op.99

Philip is emerging as one of the most prominent young cellists from the UK. Born in Edinburgh in 1985, he studied at St Mary’s Music School and at the Royal Northern College of Music with Emma Ferrand and Ralph Kirshbaum. Philip has won numerous prizes and awards, including 1st prize in the 2008 International Johann Sebastian Bach Competition in Leipzig - the first-ever British prize winner since the competition began in 1950 - and 1st prize in the 2009 International Lutoslawski Cello Competition in Warsaw. He is now represented by YCAT, and you can read about him at www.ycat.co.uk/philiphigham.

Simon Lane leads a diverse musical life, performing with instrumentalists and singers at major venues and festivals across the UK and abroad, and has also won many awards, too numerous to mention - see them at his web-site www.simonlane.eu. He and Philip were Tunnell Trust Award winners last year, and, as their prize, toured Scotland in the 09/10 season, with great success. They will be giving a series of recitals together in Italy this year.

